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Schuller. For 30 years, The Rev. Schuller has
brought his message of hope and positive
thinking to the world.

The Hour of Power is now broadcast all
over the world, on each and every continent,
to over 30 million people in more than 200
countries. Dr. Schuller has preached in Russia
and in a Damascus mosque. His show was
the first ministry available to Christians in the
Soviet Union in 1989.

But my friend the Rev. Schuller will tell you
that his future was not so certain once upon
a time. In 1955 he was preaching at a drive-
in theater. He once doubted whether there
was enough support for his program.

But like he constantly reminds me, ‘‘God
loves you,’’ He loves the Reverend too. And
Dr. Schuller found himself blessed with the
generosity he needed to begin his ministry.

On September 14, 1980, Dr. Schuller dedi-
cated the Crystal Cathedral in Garden
Grove—located in my Congressional District in
Orange County, California—to the glory of
man for the greater glory of God. It is now
home to the worldwide Crystal Cathedral Min-
istries, and hosts a congregation more than
10,000 members strong as well as the Hour of
Power.

The Rev. Schuller’s faith saw him through
those early years, and our community is not
only stronger and better for it, but also closer
to God. I salute Dr. Schuller today in honor of
the 30th anniversary of the Hour of Power.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
February 12, 2000, a ribbon cutting ceremony
will be held for the opening of the Armenian
Educational, Art & Communication Center and
the Nikit and Eleanora Ordjanian Library-Mu-
seum, including the Personal Library of Rev-
erend Father and Arafelian and the ACYO
Computer Karam Center. This event will be
held at the Armenian Apostolic Church of Ari-
zona in Scottsdale, AZ.

This ceremony will be followed by a concert
by George Mgrdichian, the world-renowned
virtuoso of the oud, a traditional Armenian in-
strument. Mr. Mgrdichian is the writer and per-
former of the Broadway musical ‘‘Nine Arme-
nians.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is always a matter of great
pride for me to join with the Armenian-Amer-
ican community in welcoming a new center for
the celebration and advancement of Armenian
culture. The Armenian-American community,
over one million strong, has contributed in
countless ways to the economy and the cul-
ture of the United States. While embodying
the American Dream, the sons and daughters
of Armenia who have settled in the United
States have for generations striven to maintain
their links to one of the most ancient and en-
during cultures in the human race.

Next year, the Republic of Armenia will be
the site of celebrations for the 1,700th anniver-
sary of Christianity. Armenia is, in fact, the first
nation to have embraced Christianity as its na-

tional religion. And the history of the Armenian
nation, language and people goes back many
centuries earlier. In the years since, despite
terrible periods of war, conquest and oppres-
sion, the Armenian people have endured and
preserved. Today, Armenians the world over
can take pride in the tremendous strides made
by the Republic of Armenia and the Republic
of Nagorno Karabagh, emerging democracies
that seek to establish their rightful place as
members of the family of nations. The sense
of pride in being Armenian can be felt in many
parts of the world, from Yerevan to
Stepanakert to Scottsdale, Arizona, to my
hometown of Long Branch, New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a privilege
for me to congratulate the Armenian-American
community of Scottsdale on the opening of
this new facility, and to pay tribute to this im-
portant event in the pages of the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.
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Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I
was unavoidably detained from missing votes
on Tuesday of this week. Had I been present,
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 8, 9,
and 10.
f
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Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues an exemplary couple from the Fourth
Congressional District of Maryland, Thomas
and Audrey Johnson. They are celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary today Thurs-
day, February 10th, and a role model of family
strength and solidity, which has made America
great.

Their commitment to each other, their fam-
ily, especially Tommie, T.J., and Darius, and
their church family Johnson Memorial Baptist
Church is impressive and deserving of special
recognition and honor. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Thomas and
Audrey Johnson on their many years of love
and commitment. May their life together con-
tinue to be full of joy and offer them many
pleasant memories.
f
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Mr. UDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the passing of a special brand of Amer-
ican hero. George Knierim was an ordinary cit-
izen who devoted his abundant skills to realize
his vision of the United States aid effort in the
third world. For 30 years, Knierim worked for

the United States Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), sharing his agricultural
knowledge, training, and expertise with gov-
ernments and farmers in Nepal, Iraq, India, Af-
ghanistan, Turkey, and Sri Lanka.

USAID had its origins in President Truman’s
Inaugural Address of 1949 when he said,
‘‘Only by helping the least fortunate of its
members to help themselves can the human
family achieve the decent, satisfying life that is
the right of all people.’’ This vision energized
and motivated a generation of technical advi-
sors to work in agriculture, education, and in-
frastructure improvements in remote, devel-
oping regions of the world. Knierim and his
colleagues had an impact on the lives of
countless people as they shared the benefits
of our extensive American experience. He
used his single-minded passion to help protect
fragile environments, provide pure water sup-
plies, improve irrigation practices and improve
varieties of cereal grains for the developing
world. Although he received much recognition
for his work, he considered his most pres-
tigious title to be ‘‘American Farmer.’’ Among
the many and varied achievements of his ca-
reer, the one that pleased him most was the
opportunity to reinvent and adapt Nineteenth
century-style farm implements for use with
Asian draft animals. ‘‘I just gave them the
tools and ideas that the Mormons brought with
them into the Salt Lake Valley,’’ he said.

George Knierim is symbolic of the thou-
sands of men and women who sacrificed the
comfort of their homeland and family in the
United States to share techniques and tech-
nology with people for whom simple existence
and subsistence was a daily challenge.

Our nation has been blessed because of the
contributions of compassionate people like
George Knierim, who carried their kindness
throughout the globe. Today, Mr. Speaker, I
pay tribute to George Knierim, who shared a
portion of the American dream with the world.
f
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I
was unavoidably detained in my district on
January 31, 2000 and missed Recorded Votes
#2 (Authorizing the Use of the Rotunda for
Holocaust Memorial) and #3 (the Hillory J.
Farias and Samantha Reid Date-Rape Pre-
vention Drug Act of 1999).

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’ on final passage of H. Con. Res. 244
and ‘‘aye’’ on final passage of H.R. 2130, on
January 31, 2000.
f

INTRODUCTION OF A PRIVATE RE-
LIEF BILL FOR LEILANI
WINNEFRED TOOLEY

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR.
OF WASHINGTON
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to introduce legislation to grant per-
manent residence to Leilani Tooley.
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